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he was dispatched to Naples for troops when
he first made the acquaintance of Sir William
Hamilton and his wife Emma, who later
played so large a part in his life. On his way
back he successfully engaged four French fri-
gates and urged Hood to besiege Bastia in
Corsica, which fell largely through Nelson's
own exertions, as did Calvi (August 10,1794).
where he lost the sight of his right eye. He
took part in the battle of St. Vincent (1797),
and later in the same year lost his right arm
in an unsuccessful attack on Santa Cruz de
Teneriffe. But in April, 1798, he rejoined St.
Vincent before Toulon. Then, as an inde-
pendent commander, Nelson swept the Med-
iterranean in search of the French fleet, which
he found at last (August i) at anchor in
Aboukir Bay. In the battle that took place
Nelson defeated the French. Nelson, severely
wounded in the forehead by scrap-iron, was

Lord Nelson.

created Baron Nelson of the Nile and of Bum-
ham Thorpe. In 1799 the French took Na-
ples, and Nelson conveyed the king and court
to Palermo, returning to punish the rebels and
hang Caracciolo, once an officer in the Neapol-
itan navy, for his treason. For his victory at
Copenhagen Nelson was made viscount. On
April 18,1805, the Toulon fleet passed Gibral-
tar on its way to the rendezvous at Martin-
ique; but having been driven back by Sir
Robert Calder, it finally anchored at Cadiz.
When Villeneuve at length put to sea again,
Nelson attacked him off Trafalgar (October
21). It was at the beginning of this engage-
ment that Nelson sent the famous signal, 'Eng-

land expects that every man will do his duty.1
Although the English fleet was completely vic-
torious, Nelson was mortally wounded, and
died in the afternoon of the same day. He
was buried in St. Paul's, London (Jan. 9,
1806). Trafalgar Square was begun in 1829.
and the column, surmounted by a statue 18
ft. high, was completed in 1849.

Nelson, Samuel (1792-1873), American
jurist, was born in Hebron, N. Y. In 1845
President Tyler appointed him a justice of
the Supreme Court of the United States. A
Democrat in politics Nelson was a Strict Con-
st ructionist, concurred in the Dred Scott deci-
sion. In 1871 he was a member of the Joint
High Commission for the settlement of the
Alabama claims. He resigned from the bench
in 1872.

Nelson, Thomas (1780-1861), Scottish
publisher, founder of the firm of Thomas Nel-
Gon and Sons, was born near Bannockburn.
Between 1835 and 1840, his sons, William and
Thomas, entered his publishing business which
under their able management greatly increased.
In 1900 the New Century Library, the pioneer
edition of the classics on* India paper was
added, in 1903 the Sixpenny Classics, and in
1907 the Nelson Library. The House of Nel-
son was the first British firm to establish a
branch in the United States when in 1854
Thomas Nelson, Jr. opened an office in New
York City.

Nelson, Thomas (1738-89), American
public official and signer of the Declaration of
Independence, was born in York County, Va.
He was governor of Virginia during Corn-
wallis' invasion (1781), and took part with
the State militia in the siege of Yorktown,
where it is said he ordered the bombardment
of his own house, because it was believed to
be Cornwallis' headquarters.

Nelson River, river, Canada, forming the
lower course of the Saskatchewan, issuing
from n.e. corner of Lake Winnipeg, and flow-
ing n. and n.e. for over 500 m. to Hudson Bay
at Port Nelson. Steamers can ascend 90 m

Nelumbo, a genus of aquatic plants (Nym-
phaeacese), commonly known as 'lotus.' They
send up, from thick, starchy root-stocks, bott.
floating and aerial leaves. The most widely
known nelumbo is the white or rosy-flowered
Indian lotus (N. nucijera}. Originally culti-
vated to a large extent in the Orient, for its
edible rootstalks and seeds, as well as for its
beauty, it has been brought to America, and
naturalized in ponds and lakes.

Nemathelminthes, a phylum or series of
the animal kingdom, containing a number of